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Some 100 disabled boys and girls have learned how to laugh again at the ,Kinder Care Special School“. They receive loving care from motivated,
trained employees, medical care and a nutritious diet.

For the charity group ,Children in
Need", helping disabled children in
particular is a calling of the heart. It
is estimated that more than 98 million
disabled people live in India. Many
disabilities could be prevented by
using preventive medical care, such
as vaccinations.

The poor population, and especially

children and youths, are particularly

hard hit. They have virtually no pros-
pects for the future. And mentally or

physically disabled girls are exposed to

an extremely high risk of violence and

abuse.

There is no obligation for schools to ac -
cept disabled children. The entire
country is lacking in facilities to give
these children the opportunity of devel -
oping their abilities.

In 2003, the charity group ,Children in
Need* opened the ,Kinder Care Special
School” in Palamaner — a day care cen-
tre with a special school for disabled
children. Some 100 mentally and phys-
ically disabled boys and girls attend
these facilities. They are collected from
remote villages with minibuses and
brought to the day care centre every

day. Their families live in dire poverty. In
many cases, the father has left the fam-
ily because he was unable to bear his
child‘s disability. The mother then has
to work as the sole breadwinner from
morning to evening on the elds of a
big farmer. Come evening time, she re-
turns home exhausted and then has to
take care of her family. There is almost
no time to spare for the disabled child
and it is not encouraged in any way
whatsoever.

Things are different at the ,Kinder Care

Special School” day care centre. There,
the children are taught in groups in line

with their abilities. They receive loving

care and nutritious meals. The chil-
dren's behaviour has changed since

they began attending this facility. They

have learned how to laugh again, have
a thirst for knowledge, are open and

have made friends.

The adjacent health centre of the
,Children in Need" charity group bus -
tles with activity every day. Disabled
children from the day care centre are
prepared for surgery that is subse-
quently carried out in a clinic in
Bangalore. Children who have under-
gone surgery receive their aftercare in

The children follow their lessons attentively. They are split into different classes according to their

disabilities.

the health centre. Two physiotherapists
treat the boys and girls according to
the doctors' instructions, in order to
make their lives easier and their disabil-
ities as tolerable as possible.

Recently, six children form the day care
centre were taken to specialists in

Regular therapeutic exercises provide relief for
the disabled children.

Bangalore. They hardly ever spoke and
were apathetic during classes. The par-
ents hadn‘t noticed that their children

were virtually deaf. Once the doctor
prescribed hearing aids, their lives
were greatly improved. They are cur-
rently receiving language lessons and
are making tremendous progress. The
goal is to integrate these children in

normal primary schools as soon as
possible.

Young Riyaz was already blind from
birth. Now, a new life has started for
the boy. At the age of roughly 12 years
old, he received surgery in Bangalore
thanks to the nancial aid of the charity
group and was given the gift of sight.
He tells everyone that he's the happiest
boy in the world.

Many other children and youths from
the day care centre have learned how
to walk again thanks to medical treat -
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Gisela Wirtgen talks to a disabled boy. Mrs
Wirtgen visits the day care centre regularly to
check on the progress being made.

ment and now, although still disabled,
have become far more independent.

The goal of the charity group ,,Children
in Need" is to ensure that these disad -
vantaged boys and girls will be in a po -
sition later on in life to provide for their
own livelihood. The journey there cer-
tainly won't be easy, but it's a goal well
worth ghting for.

The meals at the ,Kinder Care Special School” are often the only ones the disabled boys and girls

receive all day.



